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on the Caucasian coast. Even more acute distress was
roused at the London court by the occupation of Algeria,
the last and best legacy of the French Bourbons. According
to the English point of view, the whole of Africa was the
legitimate possession of Great Britain. Even the peaceably
disposed Lord Aberdeen declared arrogantly to the Prussian
Ambassador : ' The French have united Algiers to France
" for all time." ' That phrase ' for all time ' signifies until
war is declared, until the first English battleship appears
in the harbour of Algiers ! a Every British heart was filled
with the ambition to lay waste this fair and promising settle-
ment of the French ; therefore that dangerous enemy of
France, the heroic Abdul Kadir,2 could count at any time on
England's secret assistance.

" In the face of such an absolutely unscrupulous com-
mercial policy, a policy which was penetrating into and
making mischief in every part of the world, all the other
civilised nations seemed like natural allies. England was
the stronghold of barbarism in international law. England
alone was to blame for the fact that naval warfare, to the
shame of humanity, was still an organised form of piracy.
It was the common task of all nations to establish on the sea
that balance of power that had long existed on land, that
healthy equilibrium which should make it impossible for any
State to do just as it pleased, and should secure for all alike
the protection of a humane system of international law. The
cause of human civilisation demanded that the diversified
splendour of the world's history, which had begun with the
dominion of the monosyllabic Chinese, should not develop
in a vicious circle towards a final supremacy of the mono-
syllabic Britons. As soon as the Eastern question again
came under discussion, it was essential that some attempt
should be made, by a far-seeing statesmanship, at least to

1  The English government asserted in 1833, and on later occasions,
that Jgrance ought to evacuate Algeria because Polignac, the minister of
Charles X., had given pledges to that effect in 1829.

2  The leader of Algerian resistance to the French in the years 1832-37,
and again in 1839.
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